180                    SOUTHERN INDIA
sented by the familiar half-human half-animal
figures so often seen executed in brass* Kali, the
dreaded goddess of cholera and small-pox, is
another deity to whom numerous temples are
dedicated. She is the wife of Siva, the destroyer;
she has many names but only one nature, which is
malignant and destructive.
The larger temples in the south are dedicated
to Vishnu, Siva, and Krishna under the names of
their different avartars. In every one is to be
found the representation of the god. The image
is made of a mixture %of five metals, and it is
enshrined in an inner sanctuary open only to the
Brahman,
It is treated like a human being; washed and
dressed and fed and duly marked with the sectarian
sign used by its followers. Periodically it is
adorned with embroidered garments and jewels;
and it is brought out to be paraded with music
and the beating of drums in the streets of the
town. It must be understood that the image
itself, a mere figure in inanimate material, has no
virtue until the divine afflatus falls upon it; this,
the Hindu believes, will only come through certain
ceremonials* When once the rites have been
performed, and the afflatus is supposed to rest